
 

Welcome Back to School!
HC DrugFree's team

wishes you a safe and memorable year.

MDOT: STOP ON RED

With HoCo schools back in session on
Monday, August 26, more school buses will
be back on the road. Now is a good time to
remind young drivers, friends and family
about the importance of stopping for a school
bus.

BE ALERT especially in school zones, near
school bus stops, and during times of the day
that students will be going to and coming

from school.

STOP FOR THE BUS because passing a school bus is illegal when its red
lights are flashing and the stop-arm is extended while stopped to load and
unload students.

REMEMBER students of all ages are unpredictable. It is your job as the
driver to obey traffic laws.

Learn More

Safe Schools Maryland

https://zerodeathsmd.gov/news/stop-on-red-knowing-when-to-stop-for-school-buses/
https://youtu.be/rS1N1adjV7g
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d6fab959-7033-43a3-88c5-9f22e56b5c06


Safe Schools Maryland is an anonymous and
free reporting system available to students,
teachers, staff members, parents, and the
general public to report any school or student
safety concerns, including mental health
concerns. 

Safe Schools Maryland is Maryland’s only
official anonymous reporting system. Safe
Schools Maryland operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 365 days a
year. Your anonymous report can be submitted by calling the tip line (1-833-
MD-B-SAFE / 1-833-632-7233), completing an online
form or downloading the free Safe Schools Maryland app from the App
Store or Google Play. ​ 

All students should feel comfortable in Maryland’s schools. Children and
young adults are stronger students when they feel safe and secure. Strong
students go on to serve as the foundation for strong communities. 

Safe Schools Maryland exists to ensure that our schools and our students
remain safe and secure. With Safe Schools Maryland, all interested
members of our communities are able to report their school and student
safety concerns anonymously and sec ​urely.  

Watch Video to learn more about the reporting system.

Learn More

HCPSS Policy 1050

tel:1-833-632-7233
https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/Pages/Tipline.aspx
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/safe-schools-md/id1437637299
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.p3tips.safeschoolsmd&hl=en_US
https://youtu.be/rS1N1adjV7g
https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/Pages/Tipline.aspx


The Howard County Public School System's Policy 1050 – Alcohol, Drug,
and Tobacco Free Environment establishes the educational and disciplinary
parameters needed to maintain an alcohol, drug, and tobacco free
environment. For more information and to review the policy click the button
below.

Learn More

Posters Created by HoCo Kids:
Again Delivered to 34 Schools

https://policy.hcpss.org/1000/1050/


This month, our adult and student team delivered the above 8 posters to 20
HCPSS middle schools, 13 HCPSS high schools, and Glenelg Country
School. In addition, posters featuring HoCo students addressing the topic of
not sharing medication were also delivered. If you see our posters in your
child's school, please send us a photo or let us know what you think of them
(and be sure to thank the school staff for displaying them).

Topics included: Maryland's Good Samaritan Law, vaping is smoking
(because too many of our HoCo kids don't think vaping is dangerous!),
weed/marijuana, managing anxiety, fentanyl awareness, opioid overdose
symptoms, how to respond to an opioid overdose, and how to make a
difference by joining HC Teen Advisory Council. All posters direct students
to our website to access more information about the specific topic as well as
how to get more involved with like-minded HoCo students this school year.

Each summer, HC DrugFree's staff works with students from across
Howard County to gather youth feedback and create educational materials
designed to address important and timely issues in our community. Thank
you to the Summer 2024 students on our team!! More student-created ads



will be shared in coming months.

​Together, we can educate our Howard County youth to make more
informed decisions and save lives.

Adult & Student Volunteers Needed

Can you spare an hour on Thursday, August 29 starting at 5:30 p.m. or 6
p.m. (time is based on your availability)?

HC DrugFree is looking for several adults of any age or student volunteers
for next Thursday. Must have transportation. Community Service Hours
available to Howard County students. Bring your friends or family to help.

Please email Admin@hcdrugfree.org if you can help us or want more
information. When emailing, please let us know if you are an adult or
student. Thank you for your support and time!!!

Summer Is Over, Time to Get Back to Work!

HC DrugFree is looking to hire self-motivated Howard County professionals
with a heart for people of all ages in our great community. All candidates
must pass a background check and possess strong organizational skills,
writing skills, and computer skills.

Learn More & Apply

HC DrugFree's Teen Advi ​sory Council

HC DrugFree invites all Howard County students in grades 8-12 to join
our Teen Advisory Council (TAC.) Members of TAC meet once monthly
during the academic year and act as student ambassadors in their schools
and in the community.

Why join TAC?

Earn community service hours
Gain experience for job & college applications
Volunteer opportunities year round
Be a leader and role model in Howard County!

Join us for our first meeting of the 2024-25 school year on Monday,
September 23 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to learn more about TAC
and to see how you can get involved.

Previous members, please remember to submit your 2024-25 TAC
registration so we can update your contact information.

mailto:Admin@hcdrugfree.org
https://hcdrugfree.org/employment-and-volunteer-opportunities/
https://files.constantcontact.com/9462ff79001/3e672bbd-0218-4c1e-9a01-03cda69db4f7.pdf?rdr=true


Learn More & Register 

Connect with Us

Join our social media community for more content and easy ways to
share important and potentially life-saving information with your friends

and network.

Remember: Knowledge is Power and together we can help keep our
community informed, safe, and IN THE KNOW!

Follow us on Facebook, X, Instagram and LinkedIn!

For more information, contact:
Joan Webb Scornaienchi

Executive Director
HC DrugFree

Admin@hcdrugfree.org
www.hcdrugfree.org
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